
Simhon

may have

to wait up

to three

years to

headJNF

By OfraEdelman

AttorneyGeneral Yehudc

Weinstein isconsideringre•

quest to force Shalom Simhor

to wait up to three years be

tween leavingthe Agriculture

Ministryand headingthe Jew

ish National Fund because 01

potentialconflictof interesi

between the two positions.
The Ometz governmeni

watchdoggroup isrequesting
an enforced "cooling-offpe■
riod"ofbetween one and three

years, because Simhon has au■

thorityover the JNF in his ca

pacityas agricultureminister,

"This is enough to aggra■

vate the fearof an appearance

of abuse of power or conflici

of interest,"Ometz said in

letter to Weinstein sent twc

weeks ago. Deputy Attorney

General Orit Koren has in■

formed Ometz thatitsrequest

isbeingexamined.

The JNF carriesout inspec■
tionson behalfof the Agricul-
ture Ministry,developsagri-
cultural infrastructure with

ministryfunds and, alongwith

theministry,sitson the counci]

thatdetermines thepolicyofthe

IsraelLands Administration.

In itsletter,Ometz cited

2009 rulingby the Jerusalem

District Court, which found

that AgricultureMinistrydi■

rector generalYael Shaltiel:

would have to undergo cool■

ing-offperiodbefore taking

up her postas directorgenera

of the JNF. The group saidthe

same logicshould applyto Sim■

hon, who itsaidinfluencedJNF

matters more than Shaltieli.

The group also saidifSim■

hon were to take up theposition

of JNF head now, the appoint-

ment would contravene the law

governingparliamentaryim-

unity as we/jfas the attorney

general'sown guidelines.

Simhon has also been cited

in recent state comptroller's

report for suspected con-

flictof interest,Ometz noted.

Simhon's office said the min-

isterwould abide by whatever

Weinstein decides.
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